
MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR… 
 

When life feels like a problem to be solved, I think of all those 
who help me in my time of need and do so in concrete and 
practical ways.  I think of the times Tom has taught me how to 
open something I’ve fiddled and fiddled with and just couldn’t 
pry apart.  I think of the ways Ali or Trev have gotten me out of 
a jam on my computer, with lightning speed of course, and then 
patiently shared the step by step process when I asked, “how’d 
you do that???”  I think of the friend who instructed me on the 
best place to find shoes for my particular type of feet, and the 
neighbor who told me about a meticulous dog groomer who 
makes house calls in her specially equipped van.  I find myself 
indebted to all who have helped lift the load of daily living.  
 
That being said, what I find I most appreciate is being drawn 
above the weight of practical concerns in a way that helps me 
see daily life not as a problem to be solved, but as something to 
be celebrated with awe and wonder. Enter, Poet Mary Oliver.  
Mary Oliver, my favorite Poet, sadly passed away on January 
17.  Since her death, I have discovered there is a huge Mary 
Oliver fan club out there that I didn’t know existed.  That’s 
comforting!  I feel so drawn to mention her because she had this 
incredible way of seeing simple daily living as completely and 
thoroughly sacramental. After reading one of her poems, petty 
concerns feel, well, petty.  Frustrations melt. Taking out the 
trash seems weirdly beautiful. Won’t you take a moment and 
read her poem, Mindful? Please, oh please, read it slowly.  See 
what you think. 
 
             Mindful 
 

Everyday 
      I see or hear 
         something 
              that more or less 

 
kills me 
   with delight, 
       that leaves me 
           like a needle 
 
in the haystack 
     of light. 
         It is what I was born for — 
              to look, to listen, 
 
to lose myself 
     inside this soft world — 
to instruct myself 
         over and over 
 
in joy, 
    and acclamation. 
       Nor am I talking 
           about the exceptional, 

 
 
 

the fearful, the dreadful, 
     the very extravagant — 
        but of the ordinary, 
           the common, the very drab, 
 
the daily presentations. 
     Oh, good scholar, 
        I say to myself, 
            how can you help 
 
but grow wise 
     with such teachings 
          as these — 
               the untrimmable light 
 
of the world, 
      the ocean’s shine, 
           the prayers that are made 
                   out of grass? 

 
Now that you’ve read it, take your temperature. Do you still 
feel as feverish about needing to solve what you haven’t 
solved or doing the next task you haven’t done? Let me know, 
ok?  Thank you, for everything, Mary Oliver.  Happy 
February, friends. 
 
Faithfully Yours, Barbara 
 

Communion Sunday  
The Sacrament of Communion,	  	  

February 3rd, 2019 

 
The Sacrament of Communion will be celebrated in our 

Sanctuary. If you are wondering whether or not to participate, 
be assured that you are invited and encouraged to share in 

Communion as one who loves Christ and 
 seeks to walk with Him. 

  
 

Upcoming “What’s Brewing?” Programs 
11:20 am, Fisher Hall 

 
Be sure to join us for the next two “What’s Brewing?” 
programs which will be held in Fisher Hall during the Coffee 
Hour (please note the change in location!).  On Sunday, 
February 10th, the program will be Summer Mission.  We 
will hear a report about last year’s mission trip and be 
introduced to the plan for this coming summer.  On Sunday, 
March 10th, Barbara will present a program on What Is 
Spiritual Direction and Why I Became a Spiritual Director.  
Please stay for “What’s Brewing?” 
 

 
FEBRUARY 17TH, 

JOIN US FOR JAZZ SUNDAY! 
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR YOUTH DIRECTOR… 
 
Welcome to the summer issue of Hilltopics! OK, maybe it’s not 
summer yet, but this is the month where we start getting ready 
for our summer adventures. 
 
We always have such memorable experiences, and they all start 
in the month of February. 
 
First out the gate, on June 24 we will start our new Vacation 
Bible School. We will be having a Woodland Adventure! We 
always do such a high-quality Vacation Bible School that it 
takes all hands on deck. I am grateful to the leadership team of 
Carol Droege and Karen & Thomas Henry. We have roles for 
everyone in the congregation to be able to fill. If you would like 
to find out how to be part of our largest community outreach of 
the year, please see Carol or myself. 
 
August 4-9 will be our summer mission trip. We will be heading 
back to Camden to serve with Urban Promise again this year. 
We are very excited to return. We are starting the sign-up 
process now, starting officially on February 10. 
 
I hope you can plan to join us in our summer! 
 
 Blessings, Michael 

 
A MESSAGE FROM OUR BOARD PRESIDENT… 

 
Who didn’t get affected by all that cold weather? Maybe your 
car wouldn’t start. Maybe your car doors were frozen. Maybe 
you, like us, had frozen pipes and a frozen car. Did you know 
that our church had heating pipes freeze, which flooded the 
library and offices? Wilson has had a few maintenance repairs 
done lately – circulating pumps for the heating systems, 
replacement windows on the east side of Blackburn Hall wing, 
to name a few of the items. We have a great team of folks who  
review the cost of all the repairs, prioritize, and see what needs 
to be fixed first. Sometimes, like the pipes, you have to stop and 
reset. What you thought might be more important gets pushed to 
the back and God asks you to open your heart and understand 
what is best. Winter can sometimes be the best time to do that. 
Clean your house, clear your thoughts, and build on the strong 
foundation of the Lord. 
 
“By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding it is 
established; through knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and 
beautiful treasures.” Proverbs 24:3&4. 
 
SUSAN SPARKS IS COMING! Here is a blog on her take on 
the chore of taking down the Christmas tree: 
http://susansparks.com/blog/taking-down-the-tree/ It fits right in 
about taking the time to get your house in order. Tell your 
friends! Info is coming about tickets! Save the date! May 4, 
2019.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOARD BRIEFS… 
 

1. Minister’s Report – Barbara mentioned how wonderful 
it is that we are so flexible. She is grateful that when our 
Fisher Hall Christmas tree failed to light, the Puleo 
family stepped in and donated a new beautiful tree. 
When our Sanctuary failed to heat, folks piled in to 
Fisher Hall for a warm and cozy service. She also 
mentioned that she was grateful for the opportunity for 
her daughter, Ali, to preach one Sunday.  

2. “What’s Brewing?” went well with guest Dr. Boni from 
Waves Of Health, which runs yearly medical clinics in 
the Dominican Republic.  Angela Della Ventura went on 
the last one in November as a volunteer. 

3. Youth and Family Ministries Report - 1st and 3rd 
Sundays of the month Michael by fireplace available for 
discussion with the teenagers or the teenagers can stay in 
service – trying to engage the teenagers in worship, 
though not in traditional Sunday school class. 

4. Grow Together has settled into a group – smaller than 
we began with, but a core group. The groups made 
spiritual banners to be hung in our church. Sarah Miller 
remembers making them with Marion Schumacher. The 
goal to grow together is accomplished – people engaging 
with each other around a project or activity. 

5. VBS schedule for last week of June; Carol will help 
head it up along with Karen and Thomas Henry will also 
be involved. 

6. Mission trip planning is underway. 
7. Facilities - New windows installed have been installed 

in the east side of Blackburn wing. 
8. New LED lights installed in the Sanctuary. Roberta got 

the bulbs discounted for us. The Chapel lights are to be 
changed as well. 

9. Potholes – temporary patches were placed, but potholes 
were not fixed yet, as it got too cold. It will be done in 
spring. 

10. The discussion came up for the stained glass memorial 
windows in the Sanctuary. A meeting will be scheduled 
with facilities and art glass company for design options.  

11. Chair lift has been removed from back stairwell to 
Blackburn Hall, as it was non-functioning, and a hazard. 

FINANCIAL FACTS-note from your Treasurer… 
 
By now, you are aware that we successfully met our 2018 
budget, and, in fact, we exceeded expectations which allowed 
us to use less Mitchell Trust money than budgeted.  
 
Here's how the Mitchell Trust income is used:  
When the budget is prepared, a portion of the expected 
Mitchell Trust income is allocated to balance our proposed 
budget for the upcoming year. A measure of our 
giving/expense success is seen in how much of that budget 
amount is actually needed to meet our budget at year end. We 
are very blessed to have that resource but it doesn't negate the 
fact that we need to be mindful of our giving status throughout 
the year. 
 
With that in mind, we look forward to our major fund raising 
effort this spring, specifically the Susan Sparks event  on        
May 4th.    
 
With gratitude, Pam Davis 
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CHAPEL WEDNESDAYS… 
 
Life is full! There are so many expectations and demands placed 
on us each and every day, not to mention the problem of 
information overload.  I invite you to take the opportunity to find 
some stillness and rest in the spaciousness of God.  Chapel 
Wednesdays are just that opportunity.  On the first Wednesday 
of the month (generally) we gather in the beautiful sacred space 
of our Chapel to still our minds and open our hearts with music, 
a brief spoken reflection, guided meditation and silent prayer.  
Join us!  Invite someone to come with you!  The time is 
7:15pm-8:00pm and upcoming Chapel Wednesday dates are 
February 6, (no gathering in March or April because of 
Lent), May 1 and June 5.   

NEW EVENING GRIEF GROUP FORMING… 
 
When you experience loss, people say you have to let go and go 
on with your life, but they don’t tell you how. The Grief 
Recovery Method Support Group experience teaches you how to 
recover from loss with supportive guidance every step of the 
way. Remember, time alone will not heal your broken heart. A 
new evening Grief Recovery Group will begin February 21st, 
Thursday, 7:00pm to 9:00pm and will meet once a week for 8 
weeks. It is highly recommended that you are able to make a 
commitment for all 8 weeks. This is not a drop-in group.   To let 
Barbara know you may be interested, please email her at 
stirlingpeters@verizon.net.  
 
COVENANT COMMITTEE… 
 
The Covenant Committee will hold their Annual Unity Program 
on Sunday February 10th. There will be a catered meal from 
Leon's at 4:30pm in Fisher Hall followed by and featuring an 
impressive performance by Stephen Fuller and his friend Fred 
Fisher at 6:00pm in our Sanctuary.  They are well liked and 
much appreciated at the Art Center and environs. Tickets costing 
$15 for adults, $10 for ages 6-12, and free for those 5 & under 
will be on sale after the 10:00am service on 2/3 outside of Fisher 
Hall. Come join us and enjoy!      
 
Fran Ellis 

THE FRIPPERY THRIFT SHOP … 
 
The Frippery is the yellow house in the upper church parking lot. 
It is Open Tues/Thurs 9:30-12:30 (and the FIRST Sat. Oct-June). 
Mark your calendars! February 2nd from 9:30-12:30.  
 
Cash sales, checks accepted for church members. February 
means we are halfway through our selling year. If you haven't 
had a chance to stop in recently, treat yourself to spend a 
morning with us, you'll be SO GLAD you did! We have 1000s 
of items at garage sale prices. CLOTHING is now $1 per item or 
$5 FILL A LEVEL paper bag. We do have a few specially 
priced items, which will now be 1/2 price. Somewhere 
around February 14th we will change over from Fall/ Winter 
clothing to spring / summer clothing (which USUALLY 
guarantees a big snowstorm!)  
 
 
 
 

 
WOMAN’S GUILD… 
 
The next Women’s Guild meeting will be Thursday, March 7, 
2019. Happy New Year! 
 
MARY ANN'S MITTENS… 
 
Thank you, Thank you, Thank you. After the death of our mom 
Mary Ann Ingram in Dec 2015, we decided to honor her by 
collecting mittens (hats, scarfs, gloves) at her funeral, in her 
memory to divide between her precious StarFish Food 
pantry and the Homeless Project in Somerville. That year we 
netted about 100 and decided to try again the following year. 
Each year we have had more success, which in turn means more 
people benefit from your generosity. Last year we "netted" 224 
items. This year, due to added support from 3 outside sources, 
Gwen Chalker at The Warren Senior Center (they passed on a 
surplus of socks donated by Central School), The Blood Lab at 
Somerset Medical Center and Mariner Wealth Advisors in 
Madison, we "netted" 533 items/packages that were equally 
distributed between 3 agencies this year: 1) StarFish, 2) The 
Homeless Outreach in Somerville and 3) Agape House in 
Somerville (a temporary 90 day homeless shelter for 25 families 
and 12 singles). So together we made a HUGE difference, and 
the ENTIRE Ingram family would like to thank everyone who 
contributed! See you again in DECEMBER! :)  Lisa Renaud 
 
 

  SYMPATHY…  
 
We extend our sympathy to Chip and Pam Davis upon the death 
of Chip’s father, Harry Davis who passed away January 13th.  
 
 

PERSONAL ITEMS…         
 
We continue to pray for those suffering with health problems: 
Betsy Ripley, Inge Ginter, Diane Ray, Joan Baylis, Russ Funk, 
Howard Beyer, Janet Meeks, Joyce Possien, Ellie Groves, 
Gladys Andrews, Joy Jurgens, Eva Wehof and Alison Barr.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1                                2 
    

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Frippery 9:30am-
12:30pm 
 
Grow Together 5:30pm 
 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
Worship Service 10am  
Communion 
 
Boy Scout Sunday 
 
AA 8:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
Bells 7:30pm 
Women’s AA 7:30pm 

Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 
 
Boy Scouts Meeting  
7:30pm Library 
 
AA/SA 7:30pm 

 
Boy Scouts Meeting  
7:30pm Library 
 
Chapel Wed. 7:15-
8:00pm 
 

 
Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 
 
 
Choir 7:30pm   
AA 7:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 8:30pm 

 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
Worship Service10am  
“What’s Brewing?”  
 
Unity Program With       
St. Mary’s Fisher Hall 
4:30pm 
 
AA 8:00pm 

Executive Board 
Meeting 7:30pm 
 
 
 
 
Bells 7:30pm 
Women’s AA 7:30pm 

 
Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 
 
 
 
AA/SA 7:30pm 

  
Frippery  
9:30am -12:30pm 
 
 
Choir 7:30pm   
AA 7:30pm 

 
Men’s Breakfast 
Country Squire 9:00am 
 
 
 
 
AA 8:30pm 

 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
Worship Service 10am  
 
Jazz Sunday  
 
 
 
Confirmation 4:30pm 
AA 8:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
Bells 7:30pm 
Women’s AA 7:30pm 

Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 
 
 
 
 
 
AA/SA 7:30pm 

 
Eagle Scout Dinner 
Fisher Hall 

Frippery  
9:30am -12:30pm 
 
Grief Group Fisher Hall  
7:00-9:00pm 
 
Choir 7:30pm 
AA 7:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
AA 8:30pm 

 

24 25 26 27 28                              
Worship Service10am  
 
 
 
 
Confirmation 4:30pm 
 
AA 8:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
Bells 7:30pm 
Women’s AA 7:30pm 

 
Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 
 
 
 
 
AA/SA 7:30pm 

 Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 
 
Grief Group Fisher Hall  
7:00-9:00pm 
 
Choir 7:30pm 
AA 7:30pm 
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