
A MESSAGE FROM OUR ASSOCIATE PASTOR… 
 

As I write this, I am preparing for a BIG Sunday. As you are 

reading this, you already know that it started with our 

Thanksgiving breakfast, which we are so grateful to Doyle 

Hunsinger and his crew for making the breakfast every year. The 

service was festive with the baptism of Cameron Ciardiello 

(Karen and Tony Cito’s grandchild), our SECOND baptism of 

November (we celebrated the baptism of Daniel Henry on the 

10th). I delivered my final sermon of my season being the 

presiding pastor during Barbara’s sabbatical, encouraging all of 

us to look to Jesus in the midst of all of the chaos and division 

around us.  After the service, all who were able stayed to decorate 

our building and grounds for the Christmas season, bringing the 

traditional beauty that we will enjoy all month long. I ended the 

day with our teens and our annual “dinner on the sides” where 

each family brings a favorite side dish and we express our 

gratitude for all of the grace of our lives.  

 

For me, this quiet morning in my office, that is all ahead. For you, 

all of these things are past. Our Pastor Barbara is back from her 

sabbatical with a renewed vision for herself and our congregation, 

the building is dressed in holiday finery, and we are fully into the 

advent season. I couldn’t help but be reminded this morning of 

that aspect of Advent, that WAITING. We look back at history 

and see the events of that Bethlehem morning as past. It is part of 

our history and has been integrated into both our personal 

experience and the consciousness of the culture around us. But 

can you imagine what it was like BEFORE Bethlehem when all 

you had to hold onto was a promise? Everything we have come to 

love and treasure about the Christmas story was something that 

was ahead for them. As I write, I can honestly say that I am VERY 

confident that everything I wrote in the first paragraph actually 

happened. I have all of the evidence of history and trust in the 

community we have built together. I fully expect that what I am 

preparing for will actually happen.  

 

That’s what Advent faith is all about. We enter into the waiting of 

God’s people so that we can be reminded that God fulfills God’s 

promises to us. We trust what has been written both in the pages 

of the scriptures and our hearts. Just like I can write confidently 

about what I have not seen yet, we can walk confidently in those 

things of God that we hope for, even if we do so a little nervously. 

I pray for all of us that this advent season we are able to practice 

the sacred act of waiting on God.  

 

For us, of course, waiting does not mean that we are idle. 

Opportunities for our family this season include our Advent Pasta 

Supper at 4pm on Saturday, December 7th, and our annual Epic 

Sweater Party and Gift Exchange on December 15th for our teens 

and their families. The Pasta supper will have a craft table for the 

kids and holiday music. It is held so early so that we can all attend 

the tree lighting ceremony on the Watchung Green at 5:30pm. 

Feel free to invite neighbors to this “pre-lighting” event. And of 

course, we hope to see everyone at our Christmas Eve Pageant 

service at 5pm on Dec 24th. We are making some adjustments this 

year to make the service even more meaningful for everyone who 

attends, while keeping those traditions everyone looks forward to 

experiencing with their household.   

And on a personal note, thank you all for your amazing support 

during Barbara’s sabbatical. I was encouraged by all of you and 

felt all of your prayers. Blessings, Michael 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR… 

 

I want you to know that I have been looking forward to being back 

in your midst and how wonderful it will be to see everyone, 

Sunday, December 1st!  My Sabbatical was filled with spiritual 

renewal, meaningful adventures and missing all of my friends at 

Wilson Memorial.  I know I will need to be patient with myself as 

I get on board with the many things I missed these past three 

months, and I ask for your patience as well. I want to thank 

Michael, our entire staff, the Executive Board and the Personnel 

Committee for doing such a wonderful covering the essentials that 

needed to be covered in my absence. Most importantly, I also 

want to thank you, my entire congregation, for the gift of this very 

special time.  As we look ahead and mark Advent together, my 

prayer is for all of us to have deepening sense of God’s Spirit 

preparing us to greet the Christ Child anew!   

Faithfully Yours, Barbara 

 

  The Sacrament of Communion, December 1st, 2019 

The Sacrament of Communion will be celebrated in our 

Sanctuary. If you are wondering whether or not to participate, 

be assured that you are invited and encouraged to share in 

Communion as one who loves Christ and  

seeks to walk with Him. 

 

ADVENT COMMUNITY PASTA SUPPER… 

 

We invite our entire church and the Watchung community to our 

annual pasta supper before the town tree lighting on Dec. 7th. We 

will have a wonderful pasta supper available at 4pm complete 

with holiday music and crafts for the kids. Come dine with us and 

then head to Watchung’s tree lighting ceremony after dinner! 

 

HOLIDAY CONCERT AT WILSON… 

 

The Masterwork Chorus chamber choir, Camerata, will present a 

program of seasonal music on Friday, December 13, 2019 at 

7:30 PM in a cabaret-like setting in our Fisher Fellowship Hall. 

The program will consist of Benjamin Britten’s, A Ceremony of 

Carols, excerpts from G.F.Handel’s, Messiah, as well as 

additional holiday selections. A free will offering will be collected 

with the proceeds benefitting the Wilson Memorial Choir and the 

Masterwork Camerata. Refreshments will be served.  Please join 

us for this very special event. 

 

 Christmas Eve Services, December 24th 

          Family Service, 5:00 pm 

 

The story of Jesus, the wonder of the shepherds, and the travels 

of the Wise Men will be presented by the 

 children of our Sunday School. 

 
          Join Us for Our Candlelight Service, 10:00 pm  
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR BOARD PRESIDENT… 

 

It’s apparent that my “blessings counting” is slated to continue 

unabated. When I started this column two months ago, I knew we 

would all miss Barbara’s contribution here in Hilltopics and 

sought to fill-in. But as I suspected, it seems we have more angels 

than I can list in 3 months!  

 

Here are some more. Paul Baylis uploads the sermons to the 

website every week. And Bill Watrous and his family come 

every spring to work in the Memorial Garden and beautify it for 

all of us. Aside from his knowledgeable work on the Board and 

various committees, Keith McNally can always be relied upon to 

pitch in and help out on Sundays in Fisher Hall. Speaking of 

coffee hour, what about all those wonderful, generous people who 

provide us with those lovely snacks and sweets every Sunday? 

You are unlistable but you know who you are!  Bruce Ryno 

serves on our Personnel Committee and he and his wife Ruth pick 

up and deliver the Starfish donations each week. In addition to 

decorating our environs, Pat McPherson keeps our gardens 

lovely with her energetic contributions in the Memorial Garden 

and elsewhere. Aside from her involvement in various 

committees, Lorri Monetti records and publishes the minutes of 

the board meetings and is a fabulous resource for rules and 

specifics of all things constitutional. And she sings, too!  Lisa 

Renaud works tirelessly in the Frippery. She’s so creative with 

those sales! And all the while with an eye toward how those sales 

can help others. She keeps us involved with Starfish and takes on 

special projects like the Christmas gift bags as well.  

 

And what about our ushers who perform such an important service 

for us all; Robert Balcerski, Tony Cito, who keeps our facility 

in order as well, Pam Cox, Pam Davis, Al Ellis, a former board 

president, Russ Harding, who shares his lovely piano music with 

us each summer, Keith McNally, Don Monetti, who is also a 

tender of the Memorial Garden, Paul Ost, and Tom Williford 

who mans the door on Sundays offering a warm welcome and 

helpful hand to those who enter. Let’s not forget those who step 

up in the summer months when no ushers are scheduled and the 

teens who step in from time to time. Speaking of teens, how about 

our super stars, Abby Wighard and Lauren Quinn who have so 

often enlivened our Sunday services. And what fun they were at 

the Enchanted Forest...or Enchanted Hallway, as the case may be. 

In fact, the whole Wighard family was in the act that day. And 

board member Lori Goucher, was a chimney sweep to Lauren’s 

Mary Poppins.  

 

I’ll finish off this edition of grateful acknowledgements with a 

blessing I’m sure you have noticed by now...our delightful 

Christmas decorations lovingly placed by Lorri Monetti, Pat 

McPherson and their own team of angels. I’m not done! There 

are so many more to mention that I will be revisiting this column 

next month. Still accepting suggestions at angeladv@aol.com 908 

512-1000 call or text.  

 

Before I leave this column, I wish to mention the highly 

anticipated Christmas season in which we find ourselves. I pray 

that this time of celebration of the birth of Christ brings us each 

the peace, love and understanding that is His essence and that we 

may all move forward to do good in the world.  

 

In faith, Angela DellaVentura 

 

BOARD BRIEFS… 

 

Fundraising ideas: Two ideas were presented for fundraising. 

One idea was selected to move forward was to offer sponsored 

Christmas trees to decorate the hill in front of the church along 

Hillcrest/Valley Rd.  The other idea would need additional 

assistance from someone in the congregation to help 

administrate with Roberta Smith. If you are interested, please 

see Roberta for details. The Board is appreciative of any ideas 

for fundraising opportunities. 

MINISTER’S REPORT: 

• Michael mentioned that this is the last meeting that he 

will represent Barbara. He has enjoyed the opportunity 

to expand his relationship with the congregation. 

• Enchanted Forest – this was celebrated indoors, but was 

a success, 12-15 visitor welcome mugs were prepared 

to give to out, and only 2 were left. Some visitors were 

repeat customers, Girl Scouts provided lunch, thanks to 

the Wighard family.  

• Communion - Michael celebrated November 

communion with Blake Januzzi, who did a great job. 

• Saturday, November 9th was the Shpunder wedding. It 

was a wonderful time with a combined Jewish-Christian 

ceremony officiated by Rabbi and Michael. 

• Daniel Henry’s baptism was celebrated on the 10th.  

• Paul Ost gave the sermon on Nov. 17th. Michael has 

been encouraging lay ministers to be part of the service.  

• Tony Cito’s grandchild, Cameron Ciardiello was 

baptized on November 24th.  

• Tree of Saints – Michael hung the ornament discs at the 

entrance of the forest. He would like to offer that as a 

service for the future and may want to expand idea. 

FACILITIES –  

• The façade repair is beginning for the repair to the 

office wing exterior wall (north side), which has 

deteriorated. Bushes were removed to allow access and 

create better air flow. 

• Gutters are to be put back up around Blackburn Hall 

and Chapel, helping the water situation around the 

building. 

• Deegan to put in new leaders and gutters around the 

classroom roof, to pull water off the roof and keep it 

from leaking into the classroom.  

• Warrenville Electric to survey for fan in ladies’ room 

by the choir room. 

• Fisher Hall – peaked windows are leaking, seeping in, 

dripping on window sills. 

• The minister name signs that hang off of the main sign 

on Hillcrest are to be done in South Plainfield – should 

be set up shortly. 

COVENANT COMMITTEE The joint St. Mary’s Blood 

Drive and the Traditional Unity Service were held in 

November. 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE –Cota offered to take over on 

the position of Chair.  

• Coat Drive – An idea was to bring back the coat drive. 

Cota, Sally and Angela to work to donate through Lisa 

Renaud. 
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ADDITIONAL ITEMS: 

• Stewardship Campaign – The stewardship messages 

were sent out, and we have started to receive pledges. 

• Nominating Committee – Cota offered to chair the 

committee and gather names for the 4 open positions. 

Angela graciously offered to be president again. The 

committee consists of Cota, Keith as “Board Liaison”, 

Fran Ellis, Arlene Seidel, and Lorri Monetti.  (* Post 

meeting email vote – nominating committee was voted 

on. Motion passed.) 

• Finance and Memorial Endowment Committees - We 

are still short on Finance and Memorial Endowment 

committee members- (* Post meeting email vote – Pam 

proposed nominating Lori Goucher to the Finance 

Committee – motion was passed) 

• Christmas Decorating – Lorri brought up the issue of 

the beginning of Advent being December 1st, which 

meant that folks would have to be around the Saturday 

after Thanksgiving to decorate. It was discussed, and 

folks decided that we would decorate at least the 

Sanctuary after Sunday service, November 24th, and 

finish through December 7th. 

FINANCIAL FACTS-NOTE FROM YOUR TREASURER… 

 

As of this writing, two weeks into November, our giving numbers 

are slightly ahead of giving at this point in November 2018.   

 

We are still showing a large YTD deficit, but I'm hopeful for a 

strong finish year-end finish. 

 

Don't forget to use our “Mary Wilson Mem Church 

Treasurer” Amazon Smile account when you do your holiday 

shopping! We have received over $117 in donations. Every little 

bit helps! 

 

As we enter the Advent season, may you be mindful of the true 

spirit of the season and enjoy a wonderful Christmas. 

 

With gratitude, Pam Davis 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY AND SUNDAY SCHOOL… 

 

Our theme in Sunday School during the Advent season is “What’s 

your story?”. The children will be interviewing a number of 

congregants during the Sunday School hour in various categories 

such as “new to Wilson”, “grew up at Wilson”, “missions at 

Wilson”, etc. All with the hopes of helping kids see themselves in 

the life of the various people who make up our church community 

and build new relationships with people of various ages. We 

encourage every family to not miss this opportunity to involve 

your kids in something really special here this holiday season. Of 

course, now is the time to get your child signed up as a character 

in the Christmas Eve Pageant. Email Carol at 

veggietalelady@hotmail.com and let her know what role your 

kids are interested in for this year. Really meaningful things are 

happening in our children’s ministry and we are grateful to 

Thomas Henry and Carol Droege for leading the charge.  

 

 

 

 

 

THE FRIPPERY THRIFT SHOP… 

 

The FRIPPERY thrift shop, the yellow house in the top parking 

lot -open Tuesday, Thursday and the first Saturday of each month 

9:30 AM to 12:30 PM, December 7th.  

 

With only five selling days left until the end of 2019 stop by and 

your purchase will be half price with a one-dollar donation to our 

Starfish food pantry! Most clothing is included in the sale also 

thousands of items at garage sale prices. Overflowing with 

Christmas Items. We will open re-open Saturday, January 4th with 

our world famous $10 fill a level kings grocery bag. 

    

UNITED FAMILY AND CHILDREN’S SOCIETY…  

    

Sunday, November 24th kicked off our Christmas gift drive for 

underprivileged families in our area. Names will still be available 

Sunday, December 1. All bags are due back at Wilson, Sunday, 

December 8th. I spend the entire day with a group of helpful elves 

double checking everything for the social workers to pick up on 

December 10th. We can always use children’s board games and 

$10 Walmart, CVS, ShopRite, Target gift cards. (some bags are 

never spoken for, so we need to make up a gift and some bags are 

taken and never returned, which puts us in a bind. The extra gifts 

and gift cards help us fill those bags.) This is my 23rd year doing 

this and my mom, Mary Ann Ingram did this many years before 

me, so I really couldn’t tell you how long Wilson has been 

participating in this project. Any questions please call me, Lisa 

Renaud 908-625- 5042. 

 

 MARY ANN’S MITTENS COLLECTION 2019… 

   

(In memory of Lisa Renaud’s mother, Mary Ann Ingram) 

As in the past four years we will be collecting hats, scarves, 

mittens/gloves, heavy socks and men’s underwear during the 

month of December ending mid-January. All these items will be 

counted and donated to our local homeless shelter (Agape house 

in Somerville), Starfish in Plainfield and the homeless collection 

in Somerville at the end of January. January 2018, we had 224 

items to distribute. And January 2019, we had 533 items! Let’s 

help out our local neighbors in need! The Ingram family will get 

us started with 87 items (I wear mom’s age when she passed 

12/18/15). Any questions please feel free to call Lisa Renaud 908- 

625-5042. 

 

COVENANT COMMITTEE… 

 

The Covenant Committee held their fall Blood Drive on Saturday, 

November 16th where 41 units of blood were drawn.  We always 

hope for 60 units but are very thankful for the 41 received and 

know that those in need will be grateful.  We thank all who 

participated. Our next drive will be in the spring. 

 

We will hold a meeting of the joint committee in early January 

and plan for 2020 and will update you all then.  Fran Ellis 
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Poinsettia Order Form 
I would like to order a poinsettia plant(s) to help decorate the 

church for Christmas.  I understand the plant may be taken 

home after the 10 pm Christmas Eve Service. 

 

Orders must be received NO LATER then  

December 15th 

 

Name_______________________________ 

 

Address_____________________________ 

 

No. plants_____ $12.00    per plant 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BAPTISMS  

 

On November 10th we shared with joy in the baptism of Daniel 

Patrick Henry. Daniel was born on July 22nd, 2019 to Karen and 

Thomas Henry. His Godparents are Michael and Christa Henry. 

His proud grandparents are Arlene and Roger Seidel and Audrey 

and Kevin Henry. His proud great grandparents are Elizabeth and 

Dante Mariani. He was welcomed home by his brothers Jack and 

Joseph and his sister Ava.  

 

We also shared with joy in the baptism of Cameron Robert 

Ciardiello on November 24th. Cameron was born on August 2nd, 

2019 to Kelly and Jesse Ciardiello. His Godparents are James 

Fairlie and Jessica Pflugfelder. His proud grandparents are 

Anthony and Karen Cito, Susan Cicio and Robert and Vanessa 

Ciardiello. He was welcomed home by his sister Everly.  

 

 

WEDDINGS  

 

Congratulations to Christina Shpunder and Ian Marias who were 

married at Wilson Memorial Church on November 9th, 2019. 

 

 

PERSONAL ITEMS…         

 

We continue to pray for those suffering with health problems, 

Patty Lohr, Rev. Ron Miller, Diane Ray, Joan Baylis, Howard 

Beyer, Janet Meeks, Joyce Possien, Ellie Groves, Joy Jurgens, 

Eva Wehof and Alison Barr.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                  Wilson Memorial Church Monthly Activities 

   December 2019 Hilltopics 

 

   

  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Worship Service 
10:00am 

First Sunday of Advent 

Communion 

AA 8:00pm 

 Pastoral Office Hours 
10:00am -12:00pm 

 Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm    Boy Scouts 
Meeting Library -7:30pm 
AA/SA 7:30pm  

 

 

Boy Scouts Meeting 
Library -7:30pm 

 

Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

AA 8:30pm 

 

Complete Decorating the 
church 

Pasta Supper 4pm 
followed by Tree Lighting 
Ceremony       Frippery 
9:30am -12:30pm 

 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

Worship Service 
10:00am 

 

 

AA 8:00pm 

 

 

 

 

Women’s AA 7:30pm 

  

Pastoral Office Hours 
10:00am -12:00pm 

 Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm     

AA/SA 7:30pm  

 

 

 

 

 

Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 

 

Choir 7:30pm  

AA 7:30pm 

Camerata Choir  

 A Ceremony of Carols 

Fisher Hall 7:30pm 

Free Will Offering 

AA 8:30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

15 16 17   18 19 20 21 

Worship Service 
10:00am 

Jazz Sunday 

 

 

AA 8:00pm 

 

Bells 7:30pm 

 

Women’s AA 7:30pm 

Pastoral Office Hours 
10:00am -12:00pm 

 

 

Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 

AA/SA 7:30pm 

 Frippery 9:30am -
12:30pm 

 

Choir 7:30pm  

AA 7:30pm 

Men’s Breakfast 
Country Squire 9:00:am 

 

 

 

AA 8:30pm 

 

 

 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

Worship Service 
10:00am 

 

 

AA 8:00pm 

 

Bells 7:30pm 

 

 

Women’s AA 7:30pm 

Christmas Eve Family 
Service 5:00pm 

Candlelight Service 
10pm 

AA/SA 7:30pm 

 

 

Christmas Day 

 

 

 

 

AA 7:30pm 

 

 

 

 

AA 8:30pm 

 

 

29 30 31     

Worship Service 
10:00am 

 

 

AA 8:00pm 

 

 

 

 

Women’s AA 7:30pm 

 

New Year’s Eve 

 

 

AA/SA 7:30pm 
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